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Children are our future. Our today and tomorrow. And they spend more hours with you -
the school administrators, directors, and teachers, than they do with their own parents.
This is a lot of responsibility and it is also an amazing opportunity. An opportunity to
create, mold, sculpt, influence, and foster our student leaders to ensure a future that is
limitless for generations to come. The YOU MATTER Curriculum was created to help you
help your students become the leaders our schools, families, and communities need.

THE GOAL

The YOU MATTER Curriculum was written for, and in collaboration with, K-12 teachers,

{ administrators, and students to create an experiential, action-oriented program that
focuses on empowering kids to get involved in making a difference in the world. KIDS
MATTER. They have an unbridled ability to influence positive change from a peer-level to
a city-level and beyond. We just need to provide the foundation upon which they can
grow. Therefore, we created a hands-on, service-learning curriculum that involves all of
the required standards and specifically creates awareness, generates change and results,
and actively empowers kids to become the natural-born social leaders they already are.
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Through this program, our students have learned how to actively make a difference in their school
and the community, while learning academically about different ways to present their findings and
report how they can make changes. YOU MATTER has given the students an opportunity to be the
first-hand action in making a change. Staff has found the curriculum fun and engaging. Students

feel that what they are doing really MATTERS!

Nora Hana, M.A. Ed., Coordinator
San Joaquin County Office of Edu.

The curriculum was written to be simple to “do.” Each theme is a one-month module to
be done on Mondays...a perfect way to start the week. Preparation time is minimal.
Lessons can be followed exactly as written, but creativity and fresh ideas are always
encouraged. The curriculum is divided into 4 grade ranges: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. It
is perfect for in-school, after-school, school clubs, or youth organizations. Every teacher
is also given an online profile on our website to “show” the world how their students are
| making a difference. We encourage the use of technology (video, photographs, and the
internet) as well as good ol’ fashioned action-taking.
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THE INSPIRATION

This curriculum is inspired by Matthew Emerzian and Kelly Bozza, the co-authors and
co-founders of Every Monday Matters: 52 Ways to Make a Difference. Their single goal
is to communicate that it is the plain, simple, ordinary individual, either acting alone or
together with others, who can change the world. Every Monday Matters promotes the fact
that people have the power. People matter. Every Monday people can make a difference
in their life and the lives of those around them.

The curriculum was created in response to the thousands of teachers who have read Every
Monday Matters and asked for tools for their students. Thank you for your inspiration. It is
our pleasure to bring this curriculum to the world’s youth.

GET STARTED

Start your fall 2009/10 school year by empowering your youth to get involved and make a
difference in their life, school, community, and the world. You Matter.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO GET STARTED, CONTACT US AT:
Curriculum@EveryMondayMatters.com or (310) 961-4044




